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Ah-h-h the delicious rain. A sensation on our skin 
unlike no other.  We need rain so very much 
~figuratively and literally. When rain’s cool fingers 
touch us in a downpour, we almost get giddy with 
delight, and run from its wetness, like a coy lover 
running from an admirer. And like that coy lover, we 
find ourselves laughing when the rain triumphantly 
soaks us.  We seem to understand that rain is not just 
about water, but is somehow connected to us in an 
unknown way.  
 
Then there is the little matter of rain and pétanque. 
Oh dear, what’s a boulistes to do when it just keeps 
raining and raining and she is deprived of boules for 
one, two and even three weeks.  Resolution comes 
slowly, but she patiently waits in the knowledge that 
the dry pistes of summer will be here soon enough. 
Patience is the key that trumps all other virtues. 
 
After a few weeks of downpours, several members 
chose to meet up, even if the rains made it necessary to cancel our boulegames. Henri George led 
the charge and said “…let’s meet up somewhere when the boulegames are canceled and have a 
drink, eat a bite and socialize.”  Interestingly, the world over, that is exact what boulistes do 
when they cannot play pétanque.  They meet up to just spend time with each other.  
 
That’s the humanity of boules.  It brings us all together and we talk together, laugh together, and 
recognize the simple truth that we are not here long. So, now we start another FPC tradition of 
gathering on canceled boulegame days. If games are canceled any Tuesday we will meet in the 
bar/lounge at Yosemite Falls Café at 6 p.m. (Blackstone and Shaw). If Sunday games are 
canceled we meet at La Boulangerie in Figarden Village, 11 a.m.  Vive la Pétanque!                            

Ripples in Standing Water on Piste 
4 at Cary Park Boules Terrain 
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When the rain is pouring down and you’re thinking to yourself, “oh it’s too wet to go out this 
morning,” then try to deny that impulse and flee from your house to friendship and mirth.  On 
Sunday, February 15, that’s exactly the attitude 
sixteen Fresno boulistes took when the FPC “Let’s 
Party” banner went up and the rains came down.    
 
Member’s gathered for FPC’s first Valentine’s Day 
party which was sweetly named a Boulentine’s 
Party.   
 
Everyone gathered on the enclosed patio at Piazza 
del Pane in northwest Fresno.  Member’s spent hours 
talking, eating and warming up around the fireplace. 
French music softly played in the background, and 
red valentine’s hearts and cookies were scattered 
over the patio dining tables. If you had listened in to the discussions you would have heard 
conversations wandering from old lovers to international travel to the practices of agribusiness. 
The group even contemplated how we might convince the restaurant management to build a piste 
outside the patio for FPC’s future use.  What a delightful party.  A fun time was had by all. 
Thanks to Joyce, Terry and Amy for organizing this party for our club. Let’s do it again!    
  

 
 
During November and December 2008, pétanque received good media coverage in national and 

international magazines.  FPC members Lesley Woolcox and Mary Murray found 
boules mentioned in major magazines. 
 
Lesley discovered her story while onboard an airline in England.  It 
comes from EasyJet’s in-flight magazine. Take a look. Click this 
link, http://easyjetinflight.com/features/2008/dec/petanque.html 
 

                     Mary found her boules reference in GQ (Gentleman’s                                    
Quarterly). This magazine ranked 25 of the best things in 2008.                                  
Number 8 on this “best” list was a set of six custom boules in a teak box,       
http://men.style.com/gq/features/slideshow/v/111808BEST?loop=0&slideshowId=slideshow51522&iphot
o=4&nphoto=21&play=false 
 
                                                     

 
 
The spring edition of FPUSA’s National Pétanque newsletter is now online.  You can view it by 
clicking this link, http://www.usapetanque.org/FPUSA_Spring_Edition_-_The_Score.pdf 

 Lesley  

  Mary 

Revelers at FPC’s Boulentine’s Day Party  



 

���
�

��

 
 
FPC is organizing two club tournaments this year.  The first one is approaching quickly 
and will be held on Sunday, April 19.  In other wor ds, the tournament is less than 45 
days away. Linda Motschiedler and Greg Lapp will be  the tournament coordinators.   
 
The tournament format will be a mixed triplette.  T his means that your triplette team 
has to have at least one woman or at least one man.  You will play with the same team 
the entire tournament.  Be thinking about who you w ant to team up with and start 
practicing with them NOW.     

As with all our club 
activities, we ask that 
you consider helping                         
in the planning and 
organization of the 
tournament.  In short, 
volunteers are needed                         
for various tournaments                          
tasks. Greg and Linda  
are developing a tourna- 

                                                                                              
 
ment plan and you will be hearing from them soon.   It’s your tournament, so please, do 
what you can to help Greg and Linda.  
 
We also encourage you to buy an FPC tournament logo polo shirt.  They cost $30. Our 
club members wear these shirts in every competition we enter (and we have eight 
tournaments this year, 2 home and 6 away tournaments).  Shirts are embroidered on the 
front and the back with the FPC logo and will have your first name embroidered on the 
front. These are great looking shirts. To place a shirt order email 
BouleFresno@yahoo.com or call Terry at 352-4129. 
 

 
 

March 15 is the deadline for registering to go on FPC’s 
Germany Boules Tour (May 14-30). Act quickly if you  are 
considering going with FPC.   We currently have fif teen 
members registered.  This is going to be a great trip.  We 
hope you can figure out a way to go with us on this  
unique vacation.  Act quickly. For more tour inform ation 
e-mail BouleFresno@yahoo.com. 
 

 

   2008 “Fresno First” Tournament 
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In this month’s member profile we feature Deborah Lapp. 
 
 How did you find out about Fresno Pétanque Club? 
 
I think we can blame Linda Scambray of Alliance for my 
addiction.  She had come to one of my civilized bocce ball lawn 
parties and thought we might like pétanque.  Now we just need 
to get the Scambrays out to boule! 
 
What brought you to Fresno?  
 

                Deborah                     I had been languishing in an advertising agency in San Francisco 
when my grandfather, who lived on a ranch in Sanger, died.  I came to visit my grandmother that 
weekend, gave my two-weeks’ notice on Monday, and moved down for good two weeks later. 
 
What is your profession? 
 
I teach English and coordinate the Honors Program at Reedley College 

 
Are there any places in Fresno that you consider hidden gems that more people should visit?  
 
The Kings River, of course, and Sequoia/Kings Canyon National Park are beautiful and not 
nearly as crowded as their big brother Yosemite. We’re building pistes into our new house plans 
on the river, so you’ll all visit frequently. 
 
Besides pétanque, what other sports or hobbies get your attention? 
 
I walk in the forest with the dogs and kayak on the river.  I especially like to do those activities 
with Greg Lapp. 
 
What one thing would you like our members to know about you that they don’t already know? 
   
After my back surgery (June 1), I plan to return as the bionic bouler. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

New Members:  Fresno Pétanque Club welcomes new members Larry and Patricia 
Adams, Jean Bedrossian and Mary LaFollette.   
 

Thanks to all renewing members for getting their renewal information to Terry in a 
timely manner.  As the weather warms be prepared for an influx of many new 
members.  Our growth is a direct result of our member’s commitment and recruitment 
for our organization.  Positive words about FPC are spreading quickly.  Merci! 
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Few cities have an independent, non-profit film organization that consistently brings world class 
movies into their community.  Fresno is lucky, because we have such a film organization called 
Fresno Filmworks (http://fresnofilmworks.org/). 
 
Every second Friday of the month Fresno Filmworks showcases first-run International and 
American independent feature films. To top this off, Filmworks shows these first run films in the 
beautiful Tower Theater for the Performing Arts (http://www.towertheatrefresno.com/). 
 
On Friday, March 13, Fresno Filmworks will  air fifteen of the recently nominated Academy 
Awards “Short Films.” Members of FPC will attend this short film festival and we hope you go 
with us.  R.S.V.P. to BouleFresno@yahoo.com 
 
For a great sampling of the short films and animations that will be shown, click these web links, 
Auf der Strecke (On the Line) -  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g9jEcJQMXNw  
Presto - http://www.metacafe.com/watch/2063583/presto/  

 

 
 

Friday, March 13 - “FPC Goes To The Movies.”   Fifteen Oscar nominated 
short films and animations beginning at 5:30 p.m.  Advance ticket purchase 
is required.  You can buy tickets at the Tower Theater box office or online at  
http://fresnofilmworks.org/f_0309.php.  Tickets sell out quickly.  Buy them 
right now.  After you buy the tickets please R.S.V.P to 
boulefresno@yahoo.com and let us know you are going with FPC.  
Immediately after the show, FPC members will have dinner at Rousseau’s.  
Group reservations will be required.  Let us know when you R.S.V.P. if you 
plan on having dinner with us. 

 
 
                           Sunday, March 15 – “FPC’s St. Patrick’s Day Party.” Party starts immediately                                    
                           after Sunday boulegames.  The festivities will be held at The  Public House,   
                           4020 N. Cedar Avenue.  Food will be served. Cost $16 per person. RSVP to   
                          Karen Petryna 474-4608 or Mary Murray 224-7432. 



 

���
�

��

 Saturday and Sunday, March 28-29. The Fresno County Wine Trail, 
“Roll Out the Barrel Weekend.”   Three of the six wineries on this trail 
have invited Fresno Pétanque Club to give boules demonstrations to all 
the wine tasters that come to their wineries.  A sign-up sheet for FPC 
volunteers will be passed around during our regular boulegames.  
Please consider being a volunteer boules trainer during the wine trail 
event.  Oh yeah, you get to drink wine also…duh!   

This is another valuable way that FPC spreads the pétanque message 
throughout Fresno and it builds partnerships.  More information will be 
e-mailed soon.  In the meantime, browse this web page on the wine 
tasting weekend, http://www.fresnowines.com/ 
  

 

 
  

 
Jupiter Pétanque Club 

Jupiter, Florida 
http://www.jupiterpetanque.com/ 

 
The good life!  Sunny southern 
Florida, white beaches, a laid back 
community, and boules.  That sums 
up the spirit of the Jupiter Pétanque 
Club.  

 
They started in February 2007 playing at private homes and 
before they knew it they had too many boulistes wanting to 
play.  That often happens with boules.  The Jupiter boulistes 
put their heads together and began working on a pétanque 
sports facility for the entire community of Jupiter.  We wish 
them the best of luck and invite them out to Fresno for a few 
sunny California boulegames. The next time you find 
yourself heading to Southeastern Florida consider driving to Jupiter for a few games of boules 
with these fun-loving pétanquers. Email their club President Stephan M. 
Soilleux,jupiterpetanque@gmail.com 

Members of Jupiter Pétanque Club 

Genius is play, and man's capacity for achieving genius is infinite, and many may 
achieve genius only through play. 
                                                            William Saroyan - Three Times Three,  1936 
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Article 27, International Rules of Pétanque - Movement of Boules or Jack While Measuring 

This one is easy to remember.  If, whilst measuring, one of the players 
moves the jack or a boule being measured, his or her team loses the point.  
The morale of this story is that you should never measure a boule for your 
opponent.  Just hand the tape measure to one of them and let him or her do 
the measuring.   

 

 
 

FANNY WHO? 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Ms. Fanny has been one busy gal since she returned from the Christmas holiday break with 
all that new plastic surgery.  Just ask Gordon, Mamma Mia, Donna, Jim and Mae Mae 

 
 
 
 
 
Membership in the Fresno Pétanque Club is $30 annually. For more information, contact Terry  
Bond at BouleFresno@yahoo.com.   Visit us online at www.FresnoPetanque.com 


