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The United States Pétanque Association is called the Federation Pétanque USA or just abbreviated as 
FPUSA.  Each year the FPUSA organizes regional and national championship pétanque tournaments 
for U.S. boulistes.   
 

Fresno Pétanque Club is in the Southwest Region of the FPUSA.  
There are eight boules clubs in the Southwest Region. Each year 
FPUSA sponsors both a Southwest Regional Doublette Championship 
and a Triplette Championship.  Any member in the Southwest Region 
can compete in these tournaments, and any club in the region can host 
the games. 
 

The FPUSA Southwest Regional Melee Triplette Championship 
Tournament was held in Los Angeles on June 13, and was hosted by 
the Los Angeles Pétanque Club.  The players on each melee team 
were determined by a lottery system and, as chance goes, FPC 
members Tim and Terry ended up on the same team along with LA 
pétanque club member Carol Marcus.  Tim, Terry and Carol played 

well in the tournament and ranked      l-r, Carl, Terry and Tim  
third in the concours.  FPC member              
Carl, and his LA teammates, won third 
place in the consolante.  
.                     

On June 14, the SW Regional Select 
Triplette Championship was also held 
in LA. FPC had three teams competing 
in this tournament.  One team included 
Paul, Chong and Jer.  The second team 
had Nicolas, By and Vang, and FPC’s 
third team had Carl, John and Tish. All 
three teams made it into the second 
round of the concours.  
 

After a tough and grueling five game         l-r,  Nicolas, By and    
    l-r,  Chong, Paul and Jer        series it was Nicolas, By and Vang who      Vang (not in picture) 
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finished the tournament with a concours fourth place ranking.   
              
Tournaments are great places to watch and play against boulistes from around the region, state or 
nation.  This bit of competition challenges you and provides a new dimension to your overall pétanque 
experience.  Each time we play in a tournament we get a little bit more proficient and more 
knowledgeable about competitive strategy.  Thanks to all ten FPC members who represented our Club 
in this FPUSA regional event.    

                                                                           
 
 

The King’s River is one of Fresno County’s 
natural treasures.  Seventeen FPC members got 
up close and personal with the “King” during 
our club’s second annual “Boules on the 
River” party.   
 
This potluck party was hosted by Deb and 
Greg Lapp.  Prior to our arrival, they had 
carved out a pétanque terrain of four pistes 
from the side of a hill.  We sipped Greg’s 
special home brews and played a few games of 
boules before dinner.  Thanks to Deb and Greg 
for organizing a fun party, and for sharing their 
river respite with us. 

           Boules Terrain near the King’s River 
 

 
 

Buying a new set of boules is a big decision.  It always helps to have some guidance with the boules 
selection process.  Special thanks go to Linda 
Motschiedler for suggesting that our Club hold 
a boules clinic, and thanks also to Ed 
Loughmiller and Paul Yang for helping Tim 
with preparations for the June 21 clinic.   
 
Our clinic was co-sponsored by Pétanque 
America, the U.S. distributor of pétanque 
equipment (http://petanqueamerica.com/). 
Merci Beaucoup Philippe Boets, owner of 
Pétanque America, for all your assistance with 
equipment and advice for this clinic.  Philippe 
was with us on this beautiful cool morning, via 
telephone.  He spent over an hour answering 
questions from FPC members. And to top it             “Let’s see, which boule is calling out to me?”           
off, Philippe offered free shipping for all boules bought in connection with our clinic. Fourteen sets of 
new boules were purchased by club members. Just think of all those upcoming boules christenings.  
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Philippe donated to FPC all the sample boules and boules measuring tools he sent to us for this clinic. 
Thank you Philippe for supporting our efforts to get new boules into the hands of our members.  
 
Speaking of boules measuring, over the past 4 months, club member Ed 
Loughmiller has been extensively researching boules and boules measuring. Ed 
was a great assistant in preparation for our boules clinic too. Effective immediately, 
Ed will become FPC’s point person for future boule measuring. The idea is that 
when a new member joins our club, Ed will get together with him/her on the piste 
and assist in measuring their hand for the correct boule and how to order the 
boules.  Hopefully, this approach will get new boules in new member’s hands Ed Loughmiller  
quicker.                                       
 
We combined our boules clinic with Father’s Day festivities and visits from invited local media. 
Several adult children and their fathers showed up to play boules.  The father from the farthest distance 
was Arnaud’s dad visiting from France.  Three network television stations featured stories from our 
Cary Park pistes during their 6 p.m. and 11 p.m. news cycles.  The pétanque coverage was great and 
made wonderful human interest stories for Father’s Day. That positive media coverage further spreads 
the word about pétanque in Fresno. Bravo! 
 

 
Mordecai Ranch, South Madera – Edith Piaf and her velvet voice greeted us as walked under the 
giant trees across the family compound of Cecelia and Al Sheeter on their historic Mordecai Ranch.  
Edith loved parties. We suspect she would have loved the “Parkway Party” the Sheeters organized 
for 50 revelers and 20 FPC members. Everyone thought the party embodied that state of mind the 
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French sum up so beautifully as Joie de Vivre.  Like the audience who first heard Edith’s voice, little 
did we know this pétanque party would be so 
delightful, and its memory so enduring.   
 
In the summer of 2008, Cecelia, a board member 
of the San Joaquin River Parkway Conservancy 
Trust, contacted Tim and began a discussion 
about FPC and the Sheeters jointly planning a 
“Pétanque Party for the Parkway” on their 150 
year old ranch. FPC’s board of directors 
approved the joint venture, and planning began in 
earnest.  
 
Cecelia called the party “A French Country 
Picnic,” and what an apt name it turned out to be.   

 Parkway  Party  Sponsors,  Al  and  Cecelia     After several hours of pleasure,  a few sips of wine  
 Sheeter with son’s Isaac, Jacob and Cecelia’s      between pétanque lessons, and a fabulous French  
 Mom, Brooke Wissler                                             country picnic fare, the party ended, with Edith’s 
                                                                                 arms akimbo and her voice still wafting around us.                                        
                                      

“Sheeter’s Petanque Party   for the Parkway” 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 
  MORDECAI      
     RANCH  
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Saturday/Sunday, July 25-26:  FPUSA National Championship Tournament.  This tournament is 
hosted by the Lamorinda Pétanque Club in beautiful Lafayette, California (San Francisco’s East Bay).  
Lafayette is about a 3½ hour drive from Cary Park.  This will be three national championships rolled 
into one weekend. There will be a mixed doublette, men’s doublette and women’s doublette.  Carl 
Motschiedler is FPC’s tournament coordinator.  For more information, contact Carl at 
jcmott@mac.com or 431-2555. 
 
Saturday, August 8 (9 a.m. to noon):  6th Annual California Fig Fest.  FPC volunteer boules 
trainers needed.  Ours is the first sports club to be invited to this annual event.  We have been invited 
to give boules demonstrations at Fig Fest 2009 which takes place on Fresno State’s Ag East Lawn 
between the Ag Science Building and Satellite Student Union, near the corner of Barstow and Maple 
Avenues. Last year, the Fest had almost 1000 patrons attend.  If you are interested in volunteering for 
this event contact Tim at 352-4142 or boulefresno@yahoo.com. 
 
Saturday, August 15 (evening):  “Wine and Boules” potluck party at Engelmann’s Cellars 
Winery in West Fresno. Cover $14 (for wine).  This party has not been confirmed and may not happen, 
but we did want you to know that efforts were being made to organize this fun FPC outing.  It looks 
like we may need 30 revelers to make the event financially possible.  More details to follow very soon. 
 
Saturday/Sunday, September 5-6:   Annual Emil Furlan Pétanque Tournament in the Sacramento 
area, Select Mixed Triplette.  FPC has participated in this tournament the last two years.  It is a great 
boules tournament held in a walnut orchard along the Yuba River.  Look at your calendar and consider 
representing FPC in this tournament. FPC coordinators of this event are Jimmie and Joyce Simpson.  
For more detail you can reach them via e-mail at Joyce.Simpson@gmail.com or by phone at 431-5944. 

 
 
 

 
This month’s FPC profile is on one of FPC’s club founders, 
Terry Bond.  She has served as FPC’s treasurer for the last two 
years.  Her wise counsel has helped grow our boules club in a 
remarkable way.  She currently is serving on the Federation 
Pétanque USA National Board of Directors as a Southwest 
Regional Counselor.  Terry also is the assistant editor of FPC’s 
monthly boules newsletter and co-editor of the FPUSA 
national boules newsletter, “The Score.” 
 
How did you find out about Fresno Pétanque Club?  
  
Tim Channell and I have been married for almost 24 years.  
Tim lived in England for a number of years and learned boules   

                Terry Ann Bond               while living in southeastern England.  He introduced me to boules 
when we lived in Texas. We continued playing after moving to Fresno nearly four years ago.  For more 
than a year we made the trip to play with the Oakhurst Pétanque Club several times a month.  At the 
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end of a long Saturday driving home we discussed the need for a boules club closer to home in Fresno. 
That was in early 2007.  Well, you know the rest of that story. 
 
What brought you to Fresno? Work.   
 
What is your profession? 
 
I have worked in Human Resources for many years. I am the Director of the Personnel Services 
Department for the City of Fresno.  I’m fortunate to work with an outstanding team of 40 employees.  
Working in public service is an honor.  I wish more people would consider serving their community as 
a career choice.   

 
Are there any places in Fresno you consider hidden gems that more people should visit? 
  
Fresno wineries.  Most Californians, and Fresnans for that matter, do not know there are nine boutique 
wineries in Fresno County.  These wines are often dismissed as inferior, simply because they are 
grown and made in Fresno.  These opinions usually come from those who have yet to try our 
homegrown wines.  Wouldn’t most wine drinkers in the world love to drive 20-25 minutes from their 
homes and buy great local wines ( http://www.fresnowines.com/).  Fresno wine is as good or better 
that 95% of other California wines.  Give them a try; really, give them all a try.  Buy your next wine 
from a winery right here in Fresno.  Then we can help other Fresnans recognize what hidden gems we 
have in our area wineries. These gems will eventually become an economic powerhouse in Fresno. Let 
it start with you. 
 
Besides pétanque, what other sports or hobbies get your attention? 
 
I like to read, start knitting projects, and follow my favorite college teams, the Horned Frogs of Texas 
Christian University (TCU).  My parents and I share it as our Alma Mater.  My Dad is a huge sports 
fan.  He took me to all sorts of athletic events growing up.  Now, we enjoy watching and talking Frogs 
whenever the chance arises.    
 
What one thing would you like our members to know about you that they don’t already know? 
You already know.  This pastime of pétanque has been the most wonderful experience.  I get to meet, 
spend time with, and enjoy the best people around. 
 
 
 

 
NEW FPC MEMBERS – Fresno Pétanque Club welcomes new members 

Victor Bianchi,  Janice and Paul Bissonnette,  Gloria Floyd, 
Judine Kwiecinski,  Todd McLeod,  Pao Moua,  

and  Sandy Stroup. 
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Marian Biodynamic Distillery   

http://marianfarmsbiodynamic.com/our_farm.php 

 
Drive fifteen miles from downtown Fresno in about 
any direction and you will probably end up in the 
middle of grapes.  And this story is about just that ~ 
grapes, or rather, what becomes of some grapes once 
they are harvested.   
 
Most people think of table grapes or table wine when 
they think of grapes.  Few people think of grapes as the 
starting point for a great distilled spirit or eau de vie.  
 
This story focuses on the legendary distilled spirit, the 
disgestif called brandy. Brandy is a distilled wine made 
from fermented grapes.  This after-dinner drink has a 
near cult status and can be a true gourmet ritual.  In 
fact, the finale to a convivial dinner party with friends 
could be the  sipping of a small glass of brandy just 
before guest depart. This ritual requires one to slow 
down, reflect on the evening and savor the moment.  
 

Gena Nonini’s copper distiller handmade   When oenophiles think of brandy, their first thought may 
in Stuttgart, Germany                                 go to that revered brandy called Cognac. Cognac is created 
in the Southwestern part of France in the town of Cognac.  Though it is indeed brandy, it is named 
after its place of creation.  Caveat emptor.  Cognac is brandy, 
sounds like good marketing, yes? 
 
You may be wondering what Cognac and marketing have to do 
with “Supporting Our Fresno Community?” Glad you asked.  
The short answer is Gena Nonini and her Marian Farms 
Distillery located just north of the little town of Rolinda, 15 
miles from downtown Fresno.  
 
Gena is neither a slick marketer nor a French woman living in 
Cognac making distilled spirits.  She has been to France 
several times, and that may explain a bit about how she is able to distill a high end brandy tasting very 
much like Cognac.   
 
Gena, who is a self confessed farmer first and brandy distiller second, would tell you quite matter of 
factly that she does not sell her world class brandy in stores. In fact, you will not even find it on her 
web page.  Gena says that “…between my farming and distilling I don’t have much time to be a 
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marketer, too.”  So, her Palomino grape, private reserve distilled brandy, of about eighty cases a year, 
is primarily sold to high end restaurants in San Francisco and Los Angeles.  
 
Here’s where living in Fresno just gets sweeter and sweeter. If you wish to buy a bottle of Gena’s 

handcrafted brandy or even a case, just pick up the telephone and 
call her.  Living in Fresno has its benefits, because Gena cannot 
sell her brandy to individual consumers outside of California. 
When you call, be sure to tell her you play petanque, want to learn 
more about brandy, and want to support her small Fresno 
distillery by buying a bottle of fine brandy.  Gena will probably 
invite you to “come on out and pick it up in a few days.  It’s still 
aging in the oak barrel and I’ll have to bottle it for you. Somebody 
will  be here when you come down, and if we have time one of us 
will show you how we make this brandy.” Now try getting that 
kind of first class treatment in Cognac, France.   
 
Brandy is an acquired taste.  But if you want to begin developing 
a palate for this spirit, the best place to start experimenting is with 
Gena Nonini’s “world class” brandy.  You can order brandy 
directly from Gena by phoning her at 559/276-6185 or you can e-
mail her at Gena@MarianFarmsbiodynamic.com. If you also want 

to learn more about biodynamic farming, go online and take a look at these webpages,  
 
                                   http://www.marianfarmsbiodynamic.com,               
                                   http://www.attra.org/attra-pub/biodynamic.html. 
 
Gena is also an advocate of “community supported agriculture.”  To find out more about CSA take a 
look at Gena’s webpage, http://marianfarmsbiodynamic.com/csa.php. 
 
One last word,  Gena wants Fresno Petanque Club to have a brandy tasting party featuring her 
brandies. Should we? �   The American Medical Association even says brandy is better for your heart 
than red wine. Who knew?  À Votre Santé.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“When I am an old woman I shall wear purple, with a red hat which 
doesn't go and doesn't suit me, and I shall spend my pension on 
brandy and summer gloves, and satin sandals, and say we've no 
money for butter….”                                                                     
                                                             - Jenny Joseph, 1961 
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Washington D.C. Petanque Club 
http://www.convective.com/nccdp/ 

 
The U.S. Congress might make tremendous 
progress if they would just play pétanque.  That’s 
at least the thinking of the National Capital Club 
de Pétanque in our nation’s capital, Washington 
D.C.   
 

If you have plans for visiting or working in the U.S. Capital make sure you get off the subway at the 
Pentagon City Metro Stop.  Walk a few short blocks to the Virginia Highlands Playground.  Paul 
Cromwell, club president, says “except in winter, there is a potluck picnic from noon to 2 p.m. on the 
first Saturday of each month and visitors, as well as newcomers are welcome to play and join the 
picnic.”  They even have loaner boules if you don’t want to lug your own boules all the way across the 
country.  For more information about pétanque in Washington D.C. call Paul at 202-543-7580 or email 
him at nccdp@convective.com. 
 
 

 
 

 
LUXEMBOURG   PETANQUE         

 
Luxembourg is both a country and a city in Europe. The 
country is a tiny state bounded on the north and west by 
Belgium, on the east by Germany and on the south by 
France. The city of the same name is the capital of the 
country and is situated on the Alzette and Pertrusse rivers. 
 
Luxembourg, the city, has a population of under 100,000 
people.  It is the home of the European Court of Justice 

and the European Parliament Secretariat and it also has the 16th century Grand Ducal Palace, which is 
a popular tourist attraction.   
 
Yes, and Luxembourgh has pétanque. The next time you travel to France, Germany, or Belgium 
include a few days in this very affluent little corner of Europe.  E-mail them ahead of time at 
petanque@pcpjp.lu.  Have fun and send us a postcard. 
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Tossing the cochonnet the legal distance – Who decides? 
 
International Rules of Pétanque, Article 7 and 8 
 
The Cochonnet has to be tossed or rolled a minimum of 6 meters (approx. 20 feet)  
to a maximum of 10 meters (approx. 33 feet).  

 
After the cochonnet is tossed and before your team plays its first boule, if you think the cochonnet 
exceeds the legal distances you CANNOT just walk down and pick it up to toss again. For the 
cochonnet to be re-thrown both teams must have accepted the throw as being invalid or the Umpire 
must have declared it so. In either case the cochonnet must be re-thrown. Any team proceeding 
otherwise loses the throw of the cochonnet.   

 

_________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                
 
                                             H-m-m, seems Fanny showed up at Cary  
 
Photography Credits:  Thanks to George Bedrossian, Ann Roberts, Joyce Simpson, Pierre-Paul Villafafila, 
Cathey Faraneli and Terry Bond for many of the photographs in this newsletter. 
 
Membership in Fresno Pétanque Club is $30 annually.  For more information contact Terry Bond, 
559/352-4129 or BouleFresno@yahoo.com 


