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City of Fresno Parkôs 
Proposal 

Building a ñWorld Classò P®tanque Club 

and Playing Terrain in Fresno, California 

 

FRESNO PÉTANQUE CLUB   

 

GOAL : 

The Fresno Pétanque Club will work closely with City of Fresno to build a 

well designed, tournament quality Pétanque Sports Facility which will serve 

as a recreation and economic resource for all citizens of Fresno. 

WHAT IS PETANQUE?  

Pétanque (pronounced ópay TONKô in French) is a form of boules where the 

goal is to throw metal balls as close as possible to a small wooden ball called a 

cochonnet (jack). The game is played on hard dirt or crusted rock/shell and is 

similar to the games of Italian Bocce and English Lawn Bowling.  The first 

team to score 13 wins the game. 

 

Pétanque is generally associated with southern France, particularly Provence, 

whence it originated in 1907. It is the most played sport in France with about 

17 million people playing daily.    

 

Pétanque is also played daily by millions of other nationalities in 55 countries 

and each national pétanque association is licensed by the International 

Federation of Pétanque and Jeu Provencal (FIPJP). The International 

Federation acts as a liaison between all pétanque players and all pétanque 

clubs throughout the world. 
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United States Pétanque 

 
Federation of Petanque U.S.A., Inc (FPUSA) is the official governing body of 

the sport of Pétanque in the United States. FPUSA is a non-profit federation of  

Pétanque clubs which has, as its primary objective, the growth, promotion and 

organization of the sport of Pétanque in America. Club members of FPUSA 

are covered under the Federationôs one million dollar liability policy (See 

appendix for policy information. 

 

FPUSA is the United States member of International Federation of Pétanque 

and Jeu Provencal (FIPJP). The FPUSA acts as a liaison between all pétanque 

players and all pétanque clubs in the United States. 

 

There are currently 32 petanque clubs in the United Statesclubs with 5 more 

slated to join the Federation in 2008.  California has a 13 FPUSA sanctioned 

Clubs. 

 

California Municipalities Support Petanque 
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City of Lafayette, California (La morinda Petanque Club)   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                  City of Sacramento (Club Française de Sacramento Petanque Club) 
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City of Petaluma ï Approved Terrain Site (construction winter 2007) 

 

 

 
 

City of Los Angeles, Rancho Park (Los Angeles Petanque Club) 

 

 

Fresno Petanque Club 

 

On August 14, 2007, a group of twenty five Fresnanôs gathered to discuss 

formally creating a Pétanque Club in Fresno, California.  After extended 

conversation the decision was made that a Fresno Petanque Club (FPC) 

should be formed and affiliated with the Federation Petanque 

U.S.A.(FPUSA).   

The charter members elected a Board of Directors (see Appendix), established 

an annual membership fee of $25, and tasked the new Board with the 

development of By-Laws for the new club. 

The following day, August 15, twenty two dues-paying members affiliated 

with FPUSA and the FRESNO PETANQUE CLUB was officially formed. 
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The official club began regular weekly games on Tuesday, August 21 at 6 

p.m.  Each week the club has played on one of the baseball diamonds at 

Holmes Playground near Downtown Fresno. 

 

Temporary Terrain, Holmes Playground ï Fresno Pétanque Club 

Over the following seven weeks, Fresno Petanque Club discovered that they 

could not play on the baseball diamonds, because softball teams or soccer 

teams were play across the baseball diamond.  The need quickly developed for 

a permanent pétanque playing terrain (home) which would enable the 

pétanque club to schedule and play regular weekly games. 

Member demand for more than one game day week soon was vocalized and 

on Saturday, September 29, FPC added a second game day of pétanque to 

their weekly schedule.  The club now plays on Tuesday evening and Saturday 

morning at Holmes Playground. 

Part of the club vision was that FPC should be an active part of downtown 

revitalization.  When the founding members looked for a downtown park, 

however, there was none to be found.  So the nearest City Park to downtown 

Fresno with a pétanque-ready playing terrain was Holmes Playground.   
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FPC continues to grow its membership and will soon outgrow Holmes 

Playground.  The club has a realistic membership goal of one hundred and 

thirty new members within the next eighteen months.  This goal immediately 

posed a problem for FPC participating in downtown revitalization because 

there is not playing area in or near downtown that could accommodate one 

hundred thirty pétanque players. 

Economic Impact on the City of Fresno  
 
Fresno Petanque Clubõs (FPC) affiliation with FPUSA will eventually entail 
FPC hosting Regional and National Petanque Tournaments. 
 
ü twelve annual regional and national tournaments  (see Appendix)  
ü Tournaments last one of two days 
ü Tournaments attract 100-150 top competitive pétanque players and 

their partners . 
 
Each of the tournament players must have a hotel room, local transportation, 
3 meals a day, refreshments and entertainment.  A typical one day 
tournament  requires each player toé  
 
ü spend between $100-$170 dollars a day.   
ü 150 players would bring  $25,500 a day into the Fresno economy. 

 

 
Marketing Strategy for Growth  
 
 

- Boules in School:  working with Athletic Directors to get òBoules 
in Schoolsó 

  
- Boules at local events and festivals:  organize pétanque games at 

local wine festivals and cultural festivals to recruit new members  
 

- Boules in the Museum:  work with the Fresno Metropolitan 
Museum to provide cultural and educational seminars on 
pétanque. 

 
- Advertise via FPC web page. 

 
- Develop a Sister City Program with an economically and 

demographically similar French city.  
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- Organization Networking:  work with leadership of mult i cultural 
civic organizations that have members which may have affinity 
for pétanque. 

 

- Advertise  via FPC promotional flyers at area special events. 
 

- Advertisements in Fresno Bee.   
 

- Promote FPC via club sportswear apparel.  
 

-  

 

IDENTIF YING  AN FPC HOME :  Current Venue Proposal 

FPC members began a city wide search for a Fresno public park that could 

accommodate a pétanque playing area containing 30-35 individual playing 

terrains (approximate total coverage of 256ô X 345ô).  This size of this terrain 

is sufficient for FPC to grow in to, and which FPC could also use to host 

regional and national pétanque tournaments.   

Option 1 - Cary Park  

After an exhaustive search, Cary Park in central Fresno (close to Shaw and 

Fresno behind Fashion Fair Mall) appears to be the ideal park for FPC 

activities due to its location and size.   

After repeated observations, the areas west of the tennis courts and south of 

the baseball diamond seems underutilized.  In fact, after repeated observations 

on different days and different times FPC members seldom saw an individual 

using the proposed pétanque playing area.  See map of proposed terrain layout 

in Appendix.  

Cary Park is close to many services that would be necessary for larger 

tournaments.  Nearby are numerous hotels, restaurants and cafes.  These 

services create a desirable atmosphere for visiting tournament players.  

 

Option 2 ï Holmes Playground 

Holmes Playground is one of the closest City Parks to downtown Fresno.  

FPC believes in the downtown revitalization efforts and considers Holmes 

Playground a vital link in downtown revitalization.   What FPC members 

would bring into this downtown area is a group of responsible adults with 

disposable income.  In short, visitors would see middle class adults playing an 

international adult sport in this downtown area park. 
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The pétanque terrain FPC requires would be located on the southwest side of 

Holmes behind the baseball diamond.  The nearest street intersection to this 

playing terrain would be Huntington Boulevard and S. Orchard Street. See 

location map and terrain layout in Appendix. 

FPC requests thirty three playing terrains in this area of Holmes Park.   

The Terrain  Composition 

Petanque is typically played on an uneven dirt surface that has rock or crushed 

shell pieces embedded throughout the top layer.   If there is any grass in the 

playing area, it must be removed.  All pétanque terrains have variations and 

are seldom completely level. 

 

Ideally, the playing terrain will be a mix of the dirt and crushed stone or shell 

material that go through the finest desired screen when they're crushing rock 

and shell for various uses (decorative - road base - etc).  So there's lots of little 

rock chips, and ideally a generous amount of powdery clayey stuff that takes a 

little damping and compaction, and in some places gets almost as hard as 

concrete.   The finished surface should look like a well worn dirt surface.  

 

If the chosen pétanque terrain has special drainage issues, the playing                  

area should be excavated and backfilled by importing big rubble - broken up 

concrete from a demolition - old porcelain plumbing fixtures - what have you. 

Followed this fill with 1 - 2 inches of drain rock. Compact this mixture with 

fill soil. Finally top off and compact the fill with fine grained rock or crushed 

oyster shells.  Again, the finished surface should look well worn. 

 

The Playing Terrain  

 
The total playing terrain will ideally measure 256ô X 345ô .  

 

ü The terrain is divided into 35+ individual pétanque piste 

ü Each piste measures 15 meters (about 50ô) X 4 meters (about 12.5ô) 

ü Piste boundaries would be designated with weather resistant string laid 

and secured on the playing surface.  

 

Encompassing the perimeter of the playing terrain at the 15 meter point would 

be an 8ò wooden barrier which stops the p®tanque boules from rolling into 

another playing area or off the terrain (See Appendix for description). 
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Club Infrastructure  
 

Small Storage Building :    Ideally, FPC needs a storage duilding 

(shed) to house club related equipment (rakes, hoses, boules, tables, 
etc.)  Based on observations of from other California Petanque Clubs 
this shed should be approximately 15õ X 12õ.  The shed should have 
electricity and a water faucet immediately outside the building . 
 

Restroom Requirements :  One female and one male restroom 

ideally within 50 feet of the playing terrain.  
 

Water Source Requirements : There has to be a source of potable 

water at the immediate playing terrain site.  This water should be 
deliverable via a drinking water fountain.  Also the club site would 
need a water spigot for attaching a hose and wetting down the playing 
terrain before competition.  
 

Playing Terrain Security B oundaries :  The playing terrain needs 

a security fence around the perimeter of the property.  This fence could 
be either a 8 foot chain link fence or a stone wall 18ó high by 15ó wide.   
 
The short stone wall is preferred as it could serve a dual purpose of 
keeping the terrain safe from vehicular and pedestrian use and be used 
as a bench for players to rest upon. 
 

Trees:  Several trees would need to be planted around the playing 

terrain to block the sunlight from the playing piste.  

Irrigation systems:   Any irrigation  system in the playing terrain 

area would need to be either tapped or completed removed from the 
terrain.  Drip systems would need to be installed for trees and 
landscaped areas inside the terrain boundaries according to the site 
plan. 
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Fresno Petanque Club Liability Policy 
(Federation Petanque USA Affiliation Coverage) 

 

 

 

-  
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NATIONAL ORGANIZATION  

 

Current Elected Officials:  
Updated 1/24/2007 

PRESIDENT: John Rolland 

5788 Wind Drift Lane 
Boca Raton, FL 33433-5448 
561-392-3141 (Phone) 
561-392-0420 (Fax) 
jmrol@adelphia.net 

VICE PRESIDENT: Joe Martin 

PO Box 2833 
Clackamas, OR 97015 
503-658-3709 
portlandpetanque@aol.com 

TREASURER:  Max Legrand 

 
PO Box 641595 
Los Angeles, CA 90064 
310-475-5230 (Phone) 
310-475-8681 (Office) 
maxleg@aol.com 

SECRETARY:  Frank Pipal 

PO Box 180 
Kenwood, CA 95452 
707-833-2020 
fpusasecretary@comcast.net 

NATIONAL  
SPORT DIRECTOR: 

Ed Porto 419 Bernice Lane 
Sonoma, CA 95476 
707-935-0574 
edporto@sbcglobal.net  

   

 

 

mailto:jmrol@adelphia.net
mailto:portlandpetanque@aol.com
mailto:maxleg@aol.com
mailto:fpusasecretary@comcast.net
mailto:edporto@sbcglobal.net
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FPUSA Regions & Regional Counselors  

 
Below are your regional representatives as Counselors (ombudsmen) on the FPUSA Board of 

Directors. The number of Counselors is based on registered members within each region, 
assuring quality representation. Counselors are involved in promoting the sport and 

encouraging competition opportunities. Your regional Counselor is a great source of advice 
and assistance!  

NORTHWEST 
REGION: 

Alan Gusella 
12893 Cherokee Lane 
Galt, CA 95632 
209-748-2777 
danielle@softcom.net 

Philippe Agnesse 
10455 SW Johnson Street 
Tigard, OR 97223 
503-860-2631 
agnesse6@comcast.net  

 Jose Gonzalez 
4631 Oakbough Way 
Carmichael, CA 95608 
916-962-2410 
jogonzalez27@comcast.net 

Mary Albright 
3621 Cerrito Court 
Lafayette, CA 94549 
925-283-2682 
Fax 925-283-2688 
adog72@aol.com  

  

SOUTHWEST 
REGION 

Polly Starkey 
49882 Gamegan Way 
Oakhurst, CA 93644 
559-683-7503 
pstarkey@sti.net  

Robert Pierre 
564 Florence Street #B 
Imperial Beach, CA 91932 
310-402-4059 
rcpierresq@hotmail.com  

 Chuck Rapoport 
559 Muskingum Ave. 

 

mailto:danielle@softcom.net
mailto:jogonzalez27@comcast.net
mailto:adog72@aol.com
mailto:pstarkey@sti.net
mailto:rcpierresq@hotmail.com
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Pacific Palisades, CA 
90272 

  

MIDWEST REGION Joe Zajac 
6186 Sapphire Court 
Grand Blanc, MI 48439 
248-935-4877 
diveborabora@yahoo.com  

 

  

NORTHEAST 
REGION 

Alec Stone Sweet 
Yale Law School 
Box 208215 
New Haven, CT 06520-
8215 
203-278-1141 
alec.sweet@yale.edu 

Andre Strong 
PO Box 1300 
Blue Hill, ME 04614 
207-326-4973 
andrestrong@verizon.net  

  

SOUTHEAST 
REGION 

James Butler 
821 E. Ocean Blvd. Ste B 
Stuart, FL 34994 
561-283-5555 
jjbutler@gate.net  

Yves LeGall 
2371 Windjammer Way 
West Palm Beach, FL 33411-1819 
PHONE: 561-386-3001 
(cel)561-319-2866 
y_legall@bellsouth.net 

  

FPUSA NEWS 
EDITOR 

Frank Pipal Valley of the Moon Pétanque Club 
PO Box 180 
Kenwood, CA 95452 
PHONE: 707-833-2020 
fpusasecretary@comcast.net  

 

 
 

Contact FPUSA President, John Rolland, at:jmrol@adelphia.net 
 

mailto:diveborabora@yahoo.com
mailto:alec.sweet@yale.edu
mailto:andrestrong@verizon.net
mailto:jjbutler@gate.net
mailto:Y_legall@bellsouth.net
mailto:fpusasecretary@comcast.net
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Fresno Petanque Club Board of Directors 

 

  Tim Channell, President 
 

  Deborah Lapp, Vice President 
 

 Terry Bond, Treasurer 
 

 Mark Graves, Board Member 
 

  Larry Roselle, Board Member 
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