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“L ETSEAT CAKE” - HAPPY BIRTHDAY FRESNO PETANQUE CLUB!

One year ago, this month, seventeen, mostly
beginner, boulistes formed the Fresno
Pétanque Club and formally affiliated with
Federation  Pétanque USA  (national
governing body of USA pétanque). Today,
FPC is the fastest growing pétanque club in
the United States. We currently have sixty
members with new prospects showing up
weekly. Put into that mix that FPC has
official City of Fresno approval for a
premier municipal pétanque terrain and
you begin to
get the big
picture.

FPC has had an amazing year of growth, community support
and positive publicity. None of this would have be en possible
were it not for the shared vision and motivation of all members.

: o Happy Birthday Fresno
Pétanque Club! We're
just getting started!

WET BOULES

The boules gods were on the piste again this month as
FPC boulers Jerry Personius and Edward Loughmiller
JERRY PERSONIUS (LEFT) CHRISTENING  christened their new boules with the juice of Calif ornia
HIS NEW BOULES grapes. After stating the FPC boules christerng oath, 24
other pentaquers initiated Jerry and Ed’s boules into the family of Fresno Pétanque by smashing




them up with a few direct shots from 6 meters. Rumor has it that Jerry has also purchased party
boules; ready to teach anyone willing to learn.

Butld [k Aol ey Wall Gome

Members of Fresno Pétanque Club met with the City of Fresno Parks senior management team
earlier this month to review the nearly complete€Cary Park Pétanque Terrain site design. Parks
management made some good suggestions that were inorporated, and

then the site design was approved. The $250,000 aastruction project

now moves into the permitting phase. This phase could require

obtaining up to eight or more permits. Realisticall y, obstacles could
arise at any stage of this process and bring it toa halt. But, we are
keeping our fingers crossed and actively looking for creative ways to
help raise the dollars needed to do the work. Can you help identify

corporations, organizations or individuals who woul d accept grant
proposals or offer financial support to help with t his project? The
process is moving slower than we had hoped, but the important thing is

it is still rolling along.

ONE MORE PISTE

A visitor to France will see people playing

petanque on the side of the road, in front of
the church, outside a bar, and also at a
municipal boules terrain. In all parts of

France boules is accessible and known to
nearly everyone.

After the recent article in the Fresno Bee,
telephone calls and emails came in from
Visalia, Tulare and even Chowchilla,
looking for a local petanque connection in
their neighborhoods.

CARY PARK — TEMPORARY TERRAIN This made us realize peoplacross the Central
Valley would like to play our beloved game. It als o made us reflect on how we might integrate
boules into the way of life in Fresno and Californi a’'s Central Valley. In short, we realize in
order for petanque to become an integrated part of Fresno County consciousness boules has to
be larger than the Fresno Petanque Club.

So, Fresno Petanque Club members have begun encoumging potential boulistes in other parts of
the County and the Central Valley to grow petanque in their community, too. We were excited
to hear from a person in Visalia wanting to know ho w he could build a petanque terrain, and



start a club. We were happy when the same requestcame from a lady in Chowchilla. Here in
Fresno, we were delighted to meet with a private pr operty owner who is considering building
3-4 pistes on a vacant lot near Fig Garden Village.

As Fresno Petanque Club continues growing we will c ontinue to facilitate the growth of boules

across California’s Central Valley. Now, if we can grow boules clubs in Firebaugh,

Reedley/Sanger, Shaver Lake and Tranquillity we may be on the road to integrating petanque
into the fabric of Fresno
County. Besides, if we had
that many Fresno County
boules clubs, Cary Park
municipal petanque terrain
could serve a broader and
more efficient purpose of
being the base for a
competitive  and  diverse
boules league and tournament
circuit in Fresno County.

Every thing begins with a first

step. If you know someone

outside of the city of Fresno

who might be interested in

forming a club in their Fresno
FRESNO PETANQUE CLUB M EMBERS County community, let FPC know
about it (BouleFresno@yahoo.com and we can help them get started. FPC is buildng petanque
in Fresno County and the Central Valley one piste at a time.

ABEA SIGATING

YOU CAN DANCE . YOU CAN JIVE. HAVING THE TIME OF YOUR
LIFE. SEE THAT GIRL. WATCH THAT SCENE. DIGGING THE
DANCING QUEEN.  ABBA

Building community can come in the most unexpected ways. It
can be serious, and then, it can be campy. Eitheway, the result
is the same.

You might have found it a bit odd to see nine FPC boulistes walk

into the cinema and slide into their seats to see rot a French FPC ABBA GROUPIES
movie with a few moments of pétanque scenes, but to view the musical tribute to ABBA,
Mamma Mia (starring Meryl Streep). This campy and d elightful film is currently showing in a
theater near you.



If you happened to have been at the cinema that evaning you heard those nine FPC members
loudly singing along with the movies stars. Did the y offend the rest of the movie patrons? No,
because other movie patrons were singing along too. Want to have a good time? Carry around
a song in your head for a few hours, or even days? Grab a few boulistes or other friends and go
see Mamma Mia. Thanks to Linda Motscheidler for org anizing this outing. By the way, that

missing FPC member who took the Abba groupie photo was none other than Kristy Page!

CLICK FOR A MOVIE CLIP ... http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mEcxxVFn-JIM&NR=1

FPC MEMBER PROFILE

Renata Schwarze and Horst Denecke are
two of FPC’s newest members, but you
will not see them often, because they live
in Germany. They are FPC's first truly
international members. We feature them
this month in our member profile.

How did you two find out about Fresno
Pétanque Club?

We have played a similar boules game
with plastic balls on the beaches all around
Europe (we always created our own rules,
RENATE AND HORST it was just for fun). We live in Muenster,
Germany. Linda and Carl Motscheidler (our Fresno hosts), introduced us to official inter-
national pétanque during this visit to
Fresno.  After playing with the
Fresno Pétanque Club a few times we
decided to join your club.

What brought you to Fresno?

We have visited Fresno before about

20 times. | am the chairman of the

Fresno — Muenster committee in my

home town. Fresno-Muenster sister

cities have been running a student

exchange program for 25 years. Eight

students from Fresno came to

Muenster this summer, 16 from

Muenster will be or already are here THE PRINZIPALMARKT IN M UNSTER'S OLD TOWN
until late September. Four students are working on the history of the twinning (Sister City) and
have done a lot of interviews with people who were involved in Sister City during the past 25
years. The results will be published in the local newspapers and also on local TV. The title of the



project is “California Dreaming: student exchange between Germany and the USA” (the
example will be sister cities of Fresno and Muenster). We help our students as much as possible.

What is your profession?

We are both retired. | worked for the local governm ent in Muenster (school department) and
Renate for the library of the administration.

Are there any places in Fresno that you consider hidden gems
that more people should visit?

We love seeing Forestiere Underground Gardens. It seems
that not too many people have seen this place, butit is an
amazing place to see.

Besides pétanque, what other sports or hobbies getyour
attention?

For me, soccer is No. 1 (typical for a male Europea), but |
also like formula 1 racing, handball, volleyball, t rack and
field and many more (not winter sports too much). Renate
likes figure skating. We both play golf and are mem bers of a
bowling club. The most important thing in our lives has
always been traveling around the world. Now that we are
Forestiere Underground, Fresno retired we have all the time to make our dreams come true.

What one thing would you like our members to know a bout you that they don’t already know?

Although we travel around the world, Fresno is such a unique place in such a unique location
that we will always revisit again and again. Beside s, we have found some very special friends
here and now we have Fresno pétanque too. One day nembers of Fresno Pétanque Club will
have to send a delegation of boulistes to Muensterand we all will make a road trip around
Germany playing in pétanque tournaments in multiple German cities.

Here We Grow

NEw FPC M EMBERS — Fresno Pétanque Club welcomes new official club mem bers Wayne
& Gloria Lamoreaux, G-Arnaud Marjollet, Chong N-Xio  ng, Victoria & Don Cohn, Catherine
Farinelli, Jer Thao, Madeline & Paul Bozinovski, = Renate Schwarze & Horst Denecke,

Tho-po Yang, Thomas Moua and Lesley Woolcock.

BE POSITIVE! EXPECT SUCCESS AND THEN FIND A WAY TOIT!




REIANQUING WITH QAKHURST

A large group of FPC members caravanned up to the Oakhurst Pétanque Club earlier this

month. What a great time we had bouling with 20 me mbers of OPC. They are an affable and
generous group. We appreciated their hospitality and extended an invitation for them to come

down to Fresno and boule with us soon. Our two clu bs are within an hour of each other and

hopefully that close proximity will soon facilitate a series of regular tournaments. Right now,
our lack of a permanent site makes it a bit difficult to organize tournaments, but we hope to

have that issue resolved in due time. Thanks OPC fa hosting us. We enjoyed ourselves.

FRG Boules Sam franciseo

“When | come home to you San Francisco. You're gaflen sun will shine for me.”
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ryF9p-nqsWw

In more than one way it is easy to understand how you can leave
your heart in San Francisco. Just east of the GreaHighway and west
of the de Young Museum, in San Francisco near 3¢ and Fulton, you
will find twelve pétanque
pistes tucked into the woods
of one of America’s greatest
urban parks, Golden Gate
Park. If you look south you
see Bison grazing in an
enclosed paddock. Who
knew the Garden of Eden had
TEAM FRESNO a pétanque terrain and was located
in California? Earlier this month, six FPC members
travelled a few hours northwest to this magical urb an
park in “The City by the Bay” for a doublette
tournament organized by La Boule D’'Or Pétanque Club . TOURNAMENT BOULERS



It was a bit cool at the start of the day with the August temperature hovering around fifty eight

degrees. But players, representing five California pétanque clubs, took it all in stride. After
enjoying freshly baked croissants and hot coffee al the boulers were warmed up and the five
game doublette tournament began.

As play progressed we were pleased to see our veryown FPC
members, Jimmie and Joyce Simpson, in the semi-fina playoff
round. What a feat! Jimmie and Joyce just started playing
pétanque 7 months earlier. Their semi-final game was fun to
watch and we were so proud of Jimmie and Joyce in their first
competitive pétanque outing.

At the end of the day though, FPC

did not make it into the winner’s
JMMIE AND JOYCE SIMPSON  circle. Nonetheless we had a great
time, and met some fun pétanque players who we hope to play
again in upcoming California tournaments.

Congratulations to tournament champions Raymond & P im and 2nd
place finishers Erin & Benji. Thanks to Boule d’'Or Pétanque TOURNAMENT WINNERS
Club members for organizing a well run tournament.

FPC'S First Boules Tournament

Planning for the “Fresno First” September 14
triplette panache boules tournament is fully
underway. This first tournament is open only to
FPC members.

We are having fun organizing this first pétanque
tournament in Fresno. Greg, Jimmie and Terry are
registering boulers and developing the
computerized panache game system. Linda, Joyce
and Cathey are our tournament’s food committee.
Carl and Pierre-Paul are leading the prize
committee. Gordon will ensure our temporary
terrain is in tip top shape. Karen will coordinate all
the hardware, tables and chairs, etc. Tim is working with the Park’s Department to get all the
necessary authorizations for use of Cary Park and for enjoying our favorite beverages during
the tournament lunch. Lastly, Kristy and Tim are ¢ harged with getting media coverage for the
event. You know that saying “it takes a village” t o get something done? It is so true when it
comes to organizing a tournament. This one, our First, is going to be a great. Click link for a
flyer... http:/fpctourney.wikispaces.com/space/showimage/Se  ptember+14+Tournament+Flyer.doc




UBGOMING PETANQUE TOURNAMENTS

September 14 (Sunday — all day) “FRESNO FIRST” ANNUAL BOULES PANACHE
Pre-registration is preferred, but you can register the day of the tournament between 8-8:30 a.m.
The tournament games officially begin at 9 a.m. Registration fee is $15. Prizes will be award to
1st, 2nd and 39 place finishers. For more information contact BouleFresno@yahoo.com

September 20 (Saturday — all day) OKTOBERFEST TRIPLETTE PANACHE TOURNAMENT
Hosted by the Oakhurst Pétanque Club. This annual tournament is light-hearted and fun partly
because OPC does such an outstanding job of organiation. Identify your triplette team and
start practicing. For more information contact BouleFresno@yahoo.com

September 28 (Sunday morning) MELEE TOURNAMENT. Join with the fun members of
Lamorinda Pétanque Club in beautiful Lafayette. FPC played in one of this club’s tournaments
last year and had a great time. They are a very wécoming club. Info? BouleFresno@yahoo.com

October 18 (Saturday — all day) FPUSA SOUTHWEST REGIONAL M IXED TRIPLETTE
CHAMPIONSHIP. This nationally sanctioned tournament is being host ed by the Oakhurst
Pétanque Club. Registration material will be email ed to FPC members soon. Put this date in
your calendar now and let’s have a large number of FPC triplette teams compete in this official
FPUSA tournament. For more information contact BouleFresno@yahoo.com

SUPFORTING QUR FRESNO COMMUNITY

Crayfish and Jazz Festival (Kingsburg — September 20)

http://crayfishandjazzfestival.piczo.com/?0=4845163 5&cr=4&vsrc=search google&nsrc=slh#

In South Fresno County you will find the small, yet unique, town of
Kingsburg. Over a century ago, Swedish citizens migrated here
and made it their own. Today, Kingsburg is also kn own as “Little
Sweden.” Here is another amazing and beautiful story of America
as a land of immigrants in a county that boasts a diverse multi-
cultural community speaking over 80 languages.

When it comes to throwing a party those folks in Ki ngsburg know

what to do. Party they will on September 20 as the town hosts,
once again, the “Crayfish and Jazz Festival.” Puton your dancing shoes, get ready for some
“straight ahead jazz,” and drive on down to Kingsbu rg on September 20 for a bit of culture, jazz
and that beloved Swedish delicacy, crayfish. If you're a vegetarian, don't fret. They’ll have
something for you, too.



USA PEIANOUE SEQTUIGHT - NEW YORK GIirY

LaBoule NewYorkaise(http://www.labouleny.com/ )

LaBouleNY has a long history in
American petanque. They also have a
transatlantic relationship with several
clubs in Europe and Africa. This past
December 2007, Terry Bond and Tim
Channell were on holiday in NYC and
planned ahead for a few games with
these New York City boulistes. Club
President Ernesto Santos organized a
small group of boulistes to met Terry and
Tim for a few games in Washington
Square Park. What a friendly group of
boulers and what a beautiful location for
playing pétanque! The club also plays in
Bryant Park behind the New York City
VIEwW FROM NYC’S BRYANT PARK BOULES TERRAIN Library, another great location. On your
next trip to New York City take an hour or two to p lay a game of boules with this welcoming
club. For more information email Ernesto at ern@monkeyfish.com

IAHERNATDOMAL BETRHODE - e Wonl, Oy Gaone, D iuts

EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP YOUTH TOURNAMENT 2008
http://www.ekpetanque2008.nl/en/2008/competitions/t eams

It really is “all about the kids.” Such were the e motions of hundreds of
Europeans when they gathered a

few days ago in Holland to watch

their children compete in the

European Championship Youth

Pétanque 2008. Word on the net

has it that this was an amazing

boules tournament.

Even though these young boulistes

are not our children, we

nonetheless know that somehow
we are all family. This is why we are so very prou d of
these young European boulistes, and thankful that they continue the great tradition of
pétanque. Salut and merci!



RUUES OF BOULES

Article 2a of the International Rules of
Pétanque states thatpétanque is played with
boules approved by the F.I.P.J.P. and must
conform to the following criteria:

(1) They must be made of metal and their
diameter must be between 7.05 cm and 8 cm.

(2) They must weigh between 650 grams and 800
grams. The trademark of the manufacturer and
the weight must be imprinted on the boules and
must always be legible.

(3) The players name or initials may be
engraved if applied during manufacture.

The above requirements are for boules referred to a& “competition boules.” Due to these
rigorous technical requirements they tend to be mor e expensive than practice or “party boules.”

Some say when a beginner starts out in pétanque all they
need is a set of “party boules.” These are good enaigh for
regular play and can be used in all types of non-official
tournaments. Once the bouliste gains some experierte she
can make an informed decision about the type of competition
boules she needs in order to continue to gain expeience and
excel and compete in the sport.

There is no correct answer to: “Should | buy competition

boules or party boules?” New boulers ask this question every

time. We encourage them to buy entry level competition

boules. This way they get familiar with the differ ences in size

and weight, introduced to the different types of pl ayer they

may become, and have the ability to join in on sancioned

tournaments. It may cause them to spend slightly more initially, but perhaps garner savings in
the long run. Is that a correct decision on our part? Guess it depends on whom you ask.

Bottom line? Ask fellow FPC members to let you borrow their boules for a game or two. Try

small heavy ones and large light ones and everything in between. See what feels right to you.
Whatever the case, you'll grow to know how that fir st set of boules will react whenever you toss
them. Need more help choosing? Contact Philippe a Pétanque America. He’s more than
happy to help the beginner or seasoned bouler find just the right set of competition boules. See
you on the pistes (with your very own boules)!




RICTURE CREDITS

Special thanks to Jerry Personius and Rebecca Digeress for providing a number of
photographs used in this newsletter. Great job you two! Merci!
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“WHEN IN FRESNO, PLAY PETANQUE!”

LOOK FOR WHAT IS GOOD AND YOU WILL FIND IT

Membership in the Fresno Pétanque Club is $30 annua lly.
For more information, contact Terry Bond at BouleFresno@yahoo.com

Visit us online at www.FresnoPetanque.com




