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Growing our club requires us to find creative ways to spread the word about boules in our community.  
One component of a good marketing strategy helps to build partnerships while promoting your own 
cause.  FPC focuses on building partnerships with organizations that have a similar mission to our 
own: building community in Fresno.   
 
Last year, the FPC Board of Directors decided to partner 
with the San Joaquin River Parkway and Conservancy Trust 
by participating in their “Parties for the Parkway.”  The 
Board agreed the Club would be involved in two parkway 
parties in 2009.  The Parkway markets events through their 
annual Parties for the Parkway Book, and FPC hosts or 
assists in sponsorship of a Parkway Party.  Hosts receive 
publicity in Parkway publications and outreach to an 
audience that our club might never be able to reach.  
 
Saturday, May 2, FPC hosted the first boules Parkway Party at Cary Park.  Twelve Parkway Members 

registered for this party and showed up at Cary 
Park for pétanque lessons, a bite to eat and an 
aperitif.  It turned out to be a delightful 
afternoon of boules.  Several party goers have 
since joined our boules club and a few others are 
becoming regulars at FPC boulegames.  Special 
thanks to Bob Boro, Tim Channell, Linda and 
Carl Motschiedler, Larry 
Balakian, Terry Bond, 
Deb and Greg Lapp and 
Claude Poisson for their 
participation with this 
small party.   

Artwork by Marge Erbes                                            
The next Parkway Party FPC is involved with is at member Cecelia Sheeter’s 
historic ranch in South Madera County on Saturday, June 27.  The ranch is about         Cecelia Sheeter 
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a 25 minute drive from Cary Park. Cecelia and her husband Al are expecting 50 Parkway revelers who 
want to enjoy a leisurely “French Country Picnic” and a few hours of boules under the old growth trees 
on their ranch.  This is a great location for a party and pétanque.   
 
FPC will provide 20 boules trainers for this party.  Trainers get free admission, food and wine.  If you 
are interested in volunteering, act now.  Look for the volunteer sign up sheet during our regular boule 
games at Cary Park.  Or, you can e-mail BouleFresno@yahoo.com and let Tim know that you want to 
be a boules trainer that day.    
 

 
 
Fourteen FPC members recently traveled to Germany and the Czech Republic to spread the word about 
Fresno and pétanque in Fresno.  This group traveled to the German cities of Munster, Berlin, Dresden 
and Munich.  They also spent three nights in Prague, Czech Republic.  With the exception of Dresden, 
FPC played boules with pétanque clubs in each of these cities.   
 

Every boules club FPC visited was very 
welcoming and inclusive.  We played in melee 
tournaments in every city with an FPCer and 
one or two locals forming each team.  We 
quickly discovered the Germans and Czechs are 
very good boulers.   
 
Our Club ambassadors enjoyed a wonderful 
fifteen day trip.  We saw first-hand some of the 
skills necessary to successfully organize an 
international boules tour.  On that note, 
planning for the 2010 “Building International 
Connections” FPC tour will begin in July. An 

Munich, Germany -  Marienplatz        international club travel planning committee is 
about to be formed.  If you are interested in participating, e-mail BouleFresno@yahoo.com. 
 
An in-depth look at FPC’s Germany/Czech Tour will be published in a “Special Edition” newsletter in 
the coming weeks. 
 

 
 
Paul Yang, Board Member 
FPC Coordinator for the San Pedro Tournament 
 
Every year, the Los Angeles Pétanque Club organizes the San Pedro Tournament.  
This tournament is the first major “non-FPUSA” tournament of the year in the 

Southwest region.  For the third year in a row, FPC had a delegation in this tournament.  This is a 
favorite tournament of boulers due to its unique location, in the shadows of departing cruise ships, and 
its wonderful organizers.  This was the first away tournament I have coordinated for FPC. The 



 

���
�

��

tournament was a real eye opener for me because I got to see the high proficiency level of pétanque 
players in California. 
 
IT TAKES A TEAM  
 
Our FPC delegation included Jer, Vang, Thomas, Fue, Pengsue, Nicholas, By, Kongmong, Greg, 
Michel, Chong and me.  This team proudly represented our Club and made us all of proud.  Thanks 

also to Greg for helping us 
rent a 15 passenger van and 
driving to and from LA.  We 
also extend thanks to Ying for 
volunteering to drive his car, 
too.  Upon arrival at the 
tournament site, we set up a 
canopy and hung the FPC 
banner.  That caught a lot of 
attention! 
 
At lunch time, Naly, Chong’s              
daughter, By’s wife, and 
Gaomong, my daughter, 
bought Kentucky fried           

Fresno Pétanque Club’s San Pedro Team            chicken for everyone.  A 
special thank you to our President Tim Channell for his direction, support and guidance in helping us 
meet our challenges.  As you can see, it takes a team to just get a club scheduled to compete in a 
tournament and then actually get them to the tournament.  We have a great club and our team pulled 
together to have a fun time ~ even though we did not win first prize. 
 
MEETING U.S. NATIONAL PÉTANQUE CHAMPIONS FACE TO FACE 
 
We were so honored to meet all the former 
and current US national champions at this 
tournament.  After meeting everyone, the 
hard work of playing began as we faced 
these excellent pétanque players for the first 
time.  Everyone was very kind to us, but 
they were nonetheless there to win. FPC 
teams were fannied in three out of the four 
games in the first morning round. We 
learned a few lessons that day: one is that a 
fanny is not so funny after all.  
 
That morning Jer, Vang and I got to face 
one of most challenging teams right from 
the start, the 2008 San Pedro winners Ly Van     Steve Bush  (second from left) with consolante finalists 
Nguyen, Hung Van Quach, and Thai Hoang.       Team Fresno won the consolante 13-6 
These players were great pointers and shooters, but luckily our team won that game by a slight margin 
of 13 to 12. It was an amazing game and the only FPC team without a fanny in the 1st round. 
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After lunch, Jer, Vang and I didn’t make it to the concours finals, but we did finished first place in the 
consolante.  Our final challengers were former US Champions, Max, Michel, and Robert.  We were 
nervous as we played this match.  It was breathtaking, heart racing, and after we finally realized we 
were not going to lose the game, it became joyful watching and playing the game as the score rolled to 
13 with our team winning first place in the consolante, 13 to 6.  With a big hug from FPC and LA club 
member Steve Bush, he said “it was a joyful day for me to watch FPC teams play 
all day long.” 
 
The funniest team was Thomas’s team, because little Pengsue had some perfect 
shots, against his own team, always shooting Ying and Fue’s boules out range 
instead of shooting the opponents.  For a moment, they thought Pengsue was not 
sure whose team he was on.  We just laughed out loud. But he’s a good sport and 
we know he’ll be back on the winning side soon enough.                                                 Pengsue 
 
I would have to say that the most improved team would be Greg’s team.  They got fannied in the 
morning, but after lunch everyone had their boules touch back for a while, and Greg’s pointing was so 
amazingly on the cochonnet.  But sadly they had to face my team in the end, and watch as we shot out 
their perfect boules, one after another, until the score was 11 to 0.  This was unfortunately, another 
fanny for Greg’s team.  We do not like fannying anyone, but it was a competition and we had to play 
the best we could for our FPC. 

 
Each of our FPC teams had a great time, despite the final scores.  Playing in this tournament made us 
all realize we need to practice more for upcoming tournaments.  We made many new friends and they 
are so proud of the work we are doing in Fresno for USA pétanque.   
  

 
 
Special thanks to Christine Cragg, President, La Pétanque Mariniere - 
San Rafael, for her assistance with this article. 

 
This time of year, California pétanque tournaments begin in earnest.  In the 
Southwest Region of the FPUSA, the first big tournament is the San Pedro 
Open in Los Angeles. The 
Northwest Region of the 
FPUSA has their first big       

      Christine Cragg         tournament too.   
 
Every once in awhile though, there is a special 
tournament.  A tournament that is unique and one of 
a kind that, all boules clubs want to participate in and 
support.  That special tournament occurred in San 
Francisco’s Golden Gate Park on Saturday and 
Sunday, May 29 & 30. The tournament was 
organized to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of 
America’s first pétanque club, San Francisco’s own,           Pétanque Terrain – Golden Gate Park  
“La Boule d’Or.”  Boules club from across California and one from Salt Lake City, Utah were there to 
be a part of the celebration and to honor Club La Boule d’Or for their service to pétanque in America.  
Even the French Vice-Consul was present. 



 

���
�


�

Paul Yang organized an all-star lineup of Fresno Pétanque Club boulistes for this important 
tournament.  Making up FPC’s delegation were Thomas, Paul, Jer, By, Vang, Chong, Michel, Fue and 
Nicholas.   
 

                                                       Most of the Tournament Boulistes 
 

Two tournaments in two days were scheduled for this celebration of boules – a Select Open 
Doublettes, for the most serious players and a Mêlée Triplettes for the boulistes that just wanted to 
have a fun, lighthearted time.  The Mêlée Triplettes were on Saturday, May 29 and the Select 
Doublettes were on Sunday, May 30.   With twenty-eight teams in the Select and twelve teams in the 
Mêlée, there were more games than could be handled by the club courts in Golden Gate Park. So, the 

tournament was played on the park trails and the 
graveled areas adjacent to the official terrain.  
Nothing was to get in the way of this celebration.  
And nothing did.   
          
At the end of the tournament, FPC made an 
outstanding showing by having club members in the 
winner’s circle.  Paul Yang and By Vang were in the 
concours final doublette game against current U.S. 
National Champions Raymond and Pim Neilsen.  
Raymond and Pim won the championship final with a 
score of 13-10.  In the Mêlée Triplettes, FPC member 
Chong Xiong along with team mates Christine Cragg      

     Boulistes in Concours Final Game                and Simone Furlan won the consolante. 
       (l-r)By, Paul, Raymond and Pim                
         
Congratulations to Club Boule d’Or for organizing this important tournament, and for bringing 
pétanque to future generations of Americans.  Thank you.  Bravo!   
 

 
 
There is the Fresno Pétanque Club and then there is Pétanque in Fresno County. 
 
The mission of the Fresno Pétanque Club is to grow a major pétanque club in the city that will serve as 
a forum for building community in Fresno (bringing people together through pétanque) and for training 
competitive boulistes who will represent Fresno in significant regional and national tournaments.  FPC 
is well on its way to achieving these goals.  Currently, FPC has 120 members.  Many of these boulistes 
meet on a regular basis and now share interests and activities outside of pétanque.  They play together, 
enjoy musical events together, travel together and generally have a new circle of friends, because of 
boules.  Increasingly FPC boulistes are playing in regional and national tournaments.  By any measure, 
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FPC is on the road to becoming the largest membership pétanque club in the United States, a leading 
dynamic civic organization in Fresno, and eventually a club with regional and national champions. 
 
On the other hand, there is “Pétanque in Fresno County,” which is a vision to integrate pétanque into 
many aspects of life in Fresno County and the Central Valley.  In December 2008, FPC President Tim 
Channell began reflecting on the idea of forming a Fresno County Pétanque Association. The 
formation of this association is still under consideration with a decision to move forward, or not, to be 
made soon.  An educational association like this would be needed to grow pétanque throughout Fresno 
County.  This association would be independent of the Fresno Pétanque Club and have a mission of 
facilitating the formation of new pétanque clubs or informal boules groups in Fresno County.  It would 
work on a number of fronts at once including, as a start, getting “Boules into Schools,” lobbying for 
pétanque pistes in all parks, working with homeowner’s associations who want pétanque as part of 
their business model, working with retirement communities, churches, museums and businesses that 
can visualize pétanque in their programs and working with individuals in Sanger/Reedley, Kingsburg 
and Shaver Lake who want to form boules clubs in their communities.  There is a long way to go 
before this County Boules Association concept becomes reality.  
 
Making Fresno County the center of pétanque in the United States will require the involvement of 
many community leaders and policy makers.  The first step has been taken.  The next step will need 
the support of all who share the vision that Fresno can become an international center of pétanque.   
 
In the early planning stages of FPC’s Germany trip, Tim started working with the Fresno Convention 
and Visitor’s Bureau on helping them integrating pétanque into the Bureau’s overall marketing brand 
for Fresno County. This is one part of laying the foundation for making Fresno an international 
pétanque destination at the Cary Park Pétanque Terrain.  This terrain will be built. Hopefully sooner, 
rather than later.  The visionaries at the CVB realize the boules terrain is an important first step for 
integrating boules into the culture of Fresno.  They suggested animating the proposed pétanque terrain 
designed by FPC member Robert Boro, so potential underwriters will get a better idea of the final look 
and feel of the terrain.  The “Pétanque in Fresno” and CVB partnership continues.   
 
Take a look at the terrain video to see what we are showing to potential funders of the Cary Park 
Terrain, http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AYiNzT5bX1E. Once the link opens, click on the full 
screen feature which is the button to the right of the letters HD on the screen.  
 

 
 
FPC now has a presence on Facebook. The page is in the early phase of development. Take a look. 
http://www.facebook.com/business/dashboard/#/pages/Fresno-CA/Fresno-Petanque-Club/55861698330 
 

  
With boules? http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages/french/mafrance/html/kids_pets/petanque.shtml 
 

 
 
Saturday/Sunday, June 13-14:  FPUSA Southwest Regional Mixed Doublettes. Tournament hosted 
by the Los Angeles Pétanque Club at their terrain in Rancho Park near Beverly Hills.  
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Saturday, June 20: FPC Boules Party on the King’s River.  Hosted by Deb and Greg Lapp.  All 
FPC members invited.  This is a potluck party so bring something to grill and a side dish to share. 
There will be wine and beer, but also bring something to drink. Depending on where you live in 
Fresno, the party location is about a 35-45 minute drive.  For more information contact Deb at 
deborah.lapp@reedleycollege.edu.  This will be a fun party. Be sure and bring your boules.  The party 
starts at 5 p.m.   
 
Sunday, June 21: Buying Boules – A Boules Measuring Mini Clinic (30 minutes).  Starts at 9:30 
a.m. Pétanque America owner, Phillipe Boete will be available for boules consultation via telephone. 
 
Sunday, June 27: “French Country Picnic.”  FPC member Cecelia Sheeter is sponsoring a French 
country picnic with Boules at her ranch in South Madera County. The party starts at 10 a.m. and ends 
around 2 p.m. This is a “Party for the Parkway” and is also hosted by the Fresno Pétanque Club.  
Cecelia is expecting 50 revelers at this party and wants to train all of them on the sublime ways of 
pétanque.  FPC needs 20 boules trainers for this party.  If you are interested in volunteering to teach 
people about pétanque just e-mail BouleFresno@yahoo.com or look for the volunteer signup sheet 
during our regular boule games at Cary Park. 
 
Wednesday, July 8: FPC Board of Directors Quarterly Meeting, 6-8 p.m.  Kebab Express -  2139 
Kern Street - 499-0888.  All FPC members are invited. 
 
Friday, July 10:  Baseball and Boules, 6-10 p.m.  FPC’s second annual outing to support the Fresno 
Grizzlies. 24 boulistes attended last year’s outing. Tickets are $16.  To reserve a space e-mail Tim at 
BouleFresno@yahoo.com.  Group tickets must be purchased by June 30.  RSVP now. 
 
Saturday/Sunday, July 25-26:  FPUSA National Championship Tournament.  Tournament is 
hosted by the Lamorinda Pétanque Club in beautiful Lafayette, California (San Francisco’s East Bay).  
Lafayette is about a 3½ hour drive from Cary Park.  This will be three national championships rolled 
into one weekend. The tournaments will be a mixed doublette, men’s doublette and women’s 
doublette.  Carl Motschiedler is FPC’s tournament coordinator.  For more information, reach Carl at 
jcmott@mac.com or e-mail BouleFresno@yahoo.com.    
 

 
 

This month’s FPC profile is of club member Larry Roselle. 
 
How did you find out about Fresno Pétanque Club?  
  
Two years ago L’Alliance Francaise announced that a group was playing 
downtown at Holmes Playground.  I called Tim and have been a devotee 
ever since, serving on the Board the first year and travelling to the Furlan 
Tournament in 2007. 
 
What brought you to Fresno?  
 
In 1983, I took a transfer within my agency and moved from the San 
Francisco Bay Area (where I grew up) to get a shorter commute and    

         Larry Roselle               much more house for the money. 
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What is your profession? 
 
I’m an Operations Analyst for the U.S. Dept. of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), working on 
foreclosure and homelessness prevention, housing counseling, financial education, affordable housing 
preservation and community asset-building.   

 
Are there any places in Fresno that you consider hidden gems that more people should visit? 
  
The Underground Gardens on West Shaw are a unique national landmark with a great story – jilted 
man goes underground.  Max’s at Bullard and West is hardly hidden, but it’s one of my favorites, 
although I wouldn’t want so many people to go there that I couldn’t get a table.  
 
Besides pétanque, what other sports or hobbies get your attention? 
 
I love reading, movies, dancing, moonlight, playing chess, fine beverages and dining, persons of good 
will and good humor, and getting away to mountains and beaches.  
 
What one thing would you like our members to know about you that they don’t already know? 
   
I love to cook and entertain but haven’t done it enough.  If the festivities lead to dancing, that’s fine 
too. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Squaw Valley Herb Garden - http://www.squawvalleyherbgardens.com/ 

 
 There is one thing boulistes like to do on a regular basis, besides 
play pétanque, eat.  Food tastes better when pared with the right 
herbs (and wine, of course).  To learn about herbs and cooking or 
herbs and medicine, take the 40 mile drive east of Fresno to Squaw 
Valley.  The Herb Garden is a living legend that is open to the public.  
Take a tour, take it easy, bring your boules and play a game in their 
decomposed granite.  
 
For information on Squaw Valley Herb Garden, e-mail 
Rosemary@SquawValleyHerbGardens.com.  You can also get 
information on the community of Squaw Valley by browsing 
http://www.cityofsquawvalley.com/Home 

 

 

NEW FPC MEMBERS:   Fresno Pétanque Club welcomes new 
members Ken Hamilton, John and Tish Harris, Judine  
Kwiecinski and Fue Yang.  FPC has 120 members. 
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Talking While Your Opponent 
is in the Playing Circle  
 
International Rules of Pétanque, Article 16 

 
During the time allowed for a player to 
throw a boule the spectators and the other 
players must observe total silence. 
The opponents must not walk, gesticulate or 
do anything that could disturb the player 
about to play. Only his or her teammates 
may stand between the circle and the 
cochonnet. The opponents must remain 
beyond the cochonnet or behind the player         San Francisco Tournament Concours Final Game      
and in both cases to the side of the round’s line of play and at a distance of at least 2 meters from the 
one or the other. The players who do not observe these rules may be banned from the competition if, 
after a warning from the Umpire, they persist in their conduct. 
 
Once you play your boule you should walk to the end of the piste and watch the rest of the play away 
from the circle and the other team.  The cochonnet is where the action centers anyway.  So positioning 
yourself near the cochonnet after you play is a good rule to follow. 
 

 
  

 LA BOULE ROSE – PORTLAND, 
OREGON’S DOWNTOWN PETANQUE CLUB  
http://portlandpetanque.net/laboulerose/ 
 

La Boule Rose was conceived in the summer of 
2004 as an alternative way to recruit new 
boulistes. Although Portland already had an 
excellent club with dedicated grounds, it is on the 
East side of the Willamette River. Not particularly 

Boules Terrain in Downtown Portland                  far by car, but the time and effort required to travel 
by public transport automatically excludes all but the most ardent and dedicated Pétanque players.  

A couple of players therefore saw the possibility of attracting new boulistes simply by playing in one 
of the numerous downtown public parks. The results were almost immediate and soon curious 
passersby became participants. Today the club has more than 15 members and is growing fast.  

For more information contact La Boule Rose President, John Prince at johnny@portlandpetanque.net 
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Munich, Germany Pétanque Club 
http://www.mkwu.de/pages/willkommen.php 

 
The Munich Pétanque Club told their members that FPC was 
coming to play boulistes with them on May 29. And so we did. 
Clad in our yellow shirts, 14 FPCers walked from our hotel down 
the ancient streets of Munich and ten minutes later found 
ourselves in the heart of the stunningly beautiful Hofgarten.  The 
Munich Club members were excited to see us and so welcoming.  
Upon arriving for the friendly games, we found there were not 
enough boules for us to play.  No problem.  One of the leaders of 
the group drove to his house and got lots of boules and the Friday 
evening Super melee tournament soon got under way.  The entry 
fee was 3 Euros ($4) and if you wanted a glass of wine or Ricard, 
you had to hand over 1 Euro ($1.39).  We played three games with 
a semi-final and a final.   

  FPC Bouled Here! – Hofgarten         
 
They could not believe Californians were in Munich playing boules with them.  Frankly, we had a 
difficult time believing we were playing boules in such a beautiful setting.   This is a great club. They 
are similar in size to Fresno Pétanque Club with about 120 members.  Let’s go back to Munich. OK?    
 

                                     
 
 
 

                   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                  It’s easy to leave your heart in Prague too. 
 
Photography Credits:  Thanks to Don Cohn, Pierre-Paul Villafafila, Paul Yang and Ellen Erganian for many 
of the photographs in this newsletter. 
 
Membership in Fresno Pétanque Club is $30 annually.  For more information contact Terry Bond, 
559/352-4129 or BouleFresno@yahoo.com 


